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tice of printing evidence before the order
of the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the usual practice.

Mr. TROY: The Standing Order is clearly
against it.

Mr. SPEAEER: It has been the custom,
ever gince I have been in the House, that
select committee evidence is reported by the
‘‘Hansard’’ staff in the same way as the pro-
ceedings of this House, and sent to the Gov-
ernment Printer exaetly in the same way as
speeches delivered in the Chamber. The evi-
dence is printed on foolscap sheets, on one
side only; and it is thus submitted to the
members of select committees and also to the
witnesses. On the ecompletion of the investi-
gation, the chairman of the committee drafts
a report to the House, which is diseussed by
the committee, and, when approved by them,
presented to the House by the chairman, who
thereupon moves that the report and evi-
dence, as a whole, be printed. But the evi-
dence is already printed. The expense has
been incurred, becavse the type bas been set
up. Hon, members who have served on select
committees are aware that this has been the
practice. It is in the typesetting that the ex-
pense is occasioned; and, in order to obviate
that expense, it was deecided, on the appoint-
ment of the last select eommittee, that the evi-
dence should be presented only in 10 type-
written copies at the firat stage.

Mr. Troy: That is the original copy?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes,

Question put and passed.

House adjourred at 11.28 pm.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, £1st February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice'’ and ‘‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

ELECTORAL—METROPOLITAN PRO-
VINCE.
The PRESIDENT: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. Boan—

It is with extreme regret that I feel called
upon to tender my resignation as a member
of the Legislative Couneil. T am taking this
course becavse two days ago my attention
was drawn to the fact that we have had for
several years a branch of the State Savings
Bank on the business premises of my firm,
and that this might possibly be held to be a
eontravention of Sections 32 and 34 of the
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Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899, Un-
der these circumstances, I hereby tender my
resignation as a member of the Legislative
Council, and I may add that T have returned
to the Treasurer to-day the whole of the re-
muneration I have received during the period
for which I have been a member.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Select Committee, Extension of Time.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[4.34]: I have to ask for an extension of time
for bringing up the report of this select com-
mittee. This is due, not to any inattention to
duty on the part of the committee, but owing
to the volume of work they have had to under-
take. We have examined a large number of wit-
nesges, and now all that remains to be done i
to hear the health awthorities in rebuttal or
confirmation of those witnesses. This will be
dome on Tuesday next, when the department
will be in a position to reply to the statements
of the various witnesses. The committee will be
able to report this day week. I move—

‘*That the time for bringing up the report
of this committee be extended to this day
week,”’

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—MALAY STATES AND JAVA,
TRADING POSSIBILITIES.
Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.36]: I move—

‘‘That in the opinion of the House it is
desirable, in view of its importance and in-
terest to the producing community of the
State, that the report furnished to the Gov-
ernment by the Hon. Walter Kingsmill on
the possibilities of trade between this State
and the Malay States and Java should be
laid on the Table of the House, and priuted
as a parliamentary paper.’’

This motion is the outeome of numerous in-
quiries which 1 have received from people in-
terested in fruit growing and other industries.
At the same time I am reminded that various
extracts from Mr. Kingsmill’s report which
have appeared in the Press from time to time,
and whi¢h have been acknowledged by various
societies, assoeiations, and others, have been
regarded aa of very great importance as show-
ing that there is a market in those islands for
the produce of this State. We must alse bear
in mind the faet that Mr, Kingsmill, during
his recent trip to the Malay States and Java
muat have gone to no end of trouble and in-
convenience in preparing the information
which he has so weil compiled, and which I
congider should be made available to all those
desirous of securing that information. Those
are the reasons I have for moving the motion,
and 1 have occasion to helieve that hon. mem-
bers will agree that information of this nature
ghould be made available to those in this State
who are producing from the soil such commo-
ditiea as will readily find a market in the cen-
tres referred to in Mr. Kingamill’s report.
Hon, Sir. E, H. WITTENOOM (North)
[4.39]: I have pleasnre in supporting the
motion. T do it in my capacity as Acting
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‘Consul for the Netherlands. I kave :ead the
report of Mr. Kingamill with exceeding inter-
est, and it may please Mr. Duffell to know
that the same ideas he has in respect of ex-
portation are held by the Netherlands authori-
ties in those islands in respeet of importing.
When I was in Melbourne 13 months sgo the
Consul General asked me to visit those very
parts which Mr. Kingsmill bas bad an oppor-
tupity of seeing. He said, ‘T do not want you
there to write letters and receive letters, I
wigh you to visit those islands and try to open
up trade between them and Australia. Par-
ticularly do we want flour and timber.’’ There-
fore, it is with very great pleasure that I rcad
the report of a man like Mr. Kingsmill, & keen
observer able to convey to us all that he saw,
It must be pleasing to Mr. Duffell to know
that the feeling of the authorities in those
islands is in accordance with his own.

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) (4.411: T also
have pleasure in supporting the motion. Dur-
ing my term of office as Colonial Secretary I
gave this question a great deal of congiderafion.
It will be remembered that when we endeav-
oured to convinee the House of the necessity of
approving the purchase of the steamer ‘‘Kan-
garco’’ I said she would be required in con-
nection with the oversea work, and the freezing
works at Wyndham. That was the intention
at the time, but after further investigation I
was convinced that the oversea work in con-
nection with the freezing works at Wyndham
would not he profitable, and that the best
course would be to load the ‘‘EKangareo’’ at
Fremantle with apples and other produce
likely to be used in the Malay States and the
islands, and send her along to those places,
calling at Wyndham on the way, and letting her
bring back from the Malay States produce
which would be utilised in Western Australia.
I think if the Government adopt that idea
when the freezing works at Wyndham are com-
pleted the ‘‘EKangaroo’’ will prove to be a
payable proposition, and in addition to that
the industries of Western Australia will be
materially assisted. T read Mr. Kingsmilli’s
report in the ¢‘West Australian’’ with com-
siderable attention, and T think that in the
interests of the State it should be published
through the medium of the House for public
information. It is a very valuable document,
and it supports sll the results of the investi-
gations I previously made. Mr, Stevens, of
the State Steamship Service, will be able to
support everything stated in Mr. Kingamill’s
report.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—Fast) [4.42]: The Government
very highly appreciate the value of Mr, Kings-
mill's report, and are in entire aceord with the
motion.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—GOVERNMENT BOTAYNIST AXD
PLAXNT PATHOLOGIST.
Hon. J. STEWART (South-East) [443]: T
move—
““That all papers, including the Public
Service Commissioner’s file in connection
with the positiors of botanis{ and vegetable
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pathologist and assistant, and relating to
the retirement of the Botanist and Vegetahle
Pathologist and the reorganisation of the
laboratory arrangements, be laid on the
Table of the House.’!
I have no desire to take up the time of the
House in making any remarks or the subject,
becaugse I have an understanding from the
leader of the House that there is no opposition
to the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILL—RABBIT ACIT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
[4.44] in moving the second reading said: The
object of the Bill is to give increased powers
to the Govermment to deal with the pest that
hag invaded our State. The urgent necessity
for an amendment was recognised as far hack
as 1909, and in 1910 the Bill was drafted, and
was to have been introduced by the then Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Hon. J. Mitchell). How-
ever, it was held back on account of more im-
portant measures to be immediately dealt with,
and each succeeding Minister has held it back
for the same reason, right down to the present
time. In connection with this Bill it has been
urged from time to time by a sectior of the
Press and also by a section of the public that
the rabbit industry should be established here,
and that trapping ought to be permitted, which
means that poisoning could not be allowed
in an area sget apart for trapping for
food supplies, It has been suggested that
the pest could be eradicated in that
way. But it has Dbeen proved very con-
clugively in all the Eastern States that
trapping does not minimise the rabbits af all;
that, in fact, trapping has a tendemcy to in-
crease the rabbits to the detriment of the
land owners. All inquiry by Royal Commis-
sions and by sclect committees has invariably
resulted in a finding against trapping and
against any trend in the direction of trapping
rabbits for food supply. As far back as 1908
the New Zealand Government had a strong ob-
jection to the rabbit industry, and that feeling
has gained ground to the present day. Within
the next few onths I expect, trapping will
he altogether prohibited, notwithstanding the
talk about its being a payable industry. As
a faet, it -is a payable industry only to a
very small section ‘of the eemmunity; namely,
the middleman who handles the rabbits. That
has been proved conclugively in every other
Australasian State and New Zealand. The hene-
fit of the middleman is derived from the sacri-
fice of the land owner and from the reduction
of the wheat growing and stock carrying eap-
acity of the land. To these remarks there is only
one exception, New South Wales. In that State
an area 10 miles wide on each side of cer-
tain railways was made a reserve in which
poisoning was not permitted. Trapping alone,
for commercial purposes, was permitted in that
area. Some few weeks back a strong and in-
fleential deputation waited upon the New
South Wales Minister for Agriculivre, and
agked that either the reservation be caneelled
and they be allowed to poison the rabbits, or,
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if the Government could not agree to this, that
the Government should take over the holdings
of the land owners, to whom the rabbit indns-
try meant destruetion. The deputation also
said that if the Government were desirous of
establishing a rabbit indnstry at the saerifice
of the wheat growing and sheep raising indus-
tries, it was preferable for the land holders to
get out, even at a losa. It may be interesting
to hon, members who have not gone iuto the
question to know that eight rabbits eat the
same amouunt of food as one sheep. Now let
the returns be coutrastad. The average return
from a rabbit, T suppose, would be about five-
pence, or a total of 3a. 4d. for eight rabbits.
Against that, the normal return from anything
like a middle class sheep or decent ewe is 10s.
per annam, There ean be no gainsaying that
as an indwstry we showld not encourage or
foster the rabbit, ILf we permit extensive trap-
ping, we shall be Tostering the rabbit. Another
point about the rabbit question is that in some
instances small colonies of rabbits have broken
out here, Such an outhreak has been immedi-
ately followed by the local residents henting
the rabbits with dogs, trapping them with the
ordinary spring trap, and shooting them. Bach
of these three methods can only have the one
result of searing the rabbits and spreading
them' all over the adjeining country, with the
further result that their eradication becomes
almost a matter of impossibility. On the other
hand, if the rabbits are left alone in the small
warren they have established, they can be
poisoned and killed right out. This has been
done in a number of cases. The most suvccess-
ful method of destroying the pest is poisoning.
1 do not, however, go so far as to say thai
we should follow the exainple of other States
in permitting the uge of liquid poison. Liquid
poison, to my mind, i3 highly dangerous—dan-
gerons not only to the bird Jife which is so
benefieial in counteracting other pests, and
dangerous not ouly to the smaller animals
bnt dangerous also to stock. There are oc-
casions when stock break down the fenees
surrounding enclosures of liquid poison, and
the result means a calamity to the stock owner.
The ordinary method of trapping is with the
small pipe traps, such as those used on
our rabbit proof fences at the present time,
and with earth traps, where the cover is
balanced. Both methods are beneficial and
sound, inasmuch as they do not scarc the
rabbits caught. On the other hand, a rab-
bit caught in a spring trap makes a noise
and scares other rabbits. At water enclos-
ures where the rabbit has been accustomed
to drink it is quite easy, in snmmer time, to
put in several {raps with netting, 8o
that the rabbit can get in but not get
ont. That method of trapping is assisted
hy the running out of an angle fence. Thig
method of destruction does not invelve the
use of poison, and consequently there is no
danger to other animals connected with it.
T have heard it said that toxo is too strong
a poison. The results I have seen from the
use of that poison show it to be one of the
best on the market. In saying this T am
simply combating 2 statement adverse to
toxo, hecaunse people in need of rabbit poison
may otherwise turn down toxo when they are
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able to secure it. My advice to them is to use
it. I vonsider toxo equal te, if not batter than,
any other poison on the market. Another
phase of the rabbit question is that during
the dry season the rodents are more destrue-
tive than in the wet, inasmuch as during the
summer they scrateh down to the ronts of
the edible fodder and so eradicate many
of the best grasses. Tn New South Wales
there are large tracts, formerly bearing ex-
collent feed, which have been cleared right
out by the rabbits. When the rabbits get
very thick, they burrow down to get the
green sap from the roots. Tremendous losses
arise in that connection. The powers of the
Chief Inspector of Rabbits under the exist-
ing Act are unenforceable because the neas-
ure requires that officer himself to inspect
every helding affected. Now it is plain that
the Chief Inspector could not visit every
holding on which there are rabbits if he
went on inspecting, withont cessation, from
now to the end of his days. 1t is necessary that
the powers in this direction should be extended
to the inspectors under him. In fact, under the
Vermin Bill and this Bill that power will
be extended te inspectors under vermin
boards which have been or are heing formed.
In the case of persens refusing to destroy
rabbits on their holdings. the original Act
provides for their heing summoned to appear
before the Minister, Only one Mipister ex-
ercised thia power, and with very harsh re-
sults. Tn one instance a scttler was put to
the expense of £8 in railway fares and ex-
penses, apart from loss of the time that was
spent in going to Perth. The Bill proposes to
alter that. We do not desire to put setilers to
heavy expense on that score if it can be
ohviated. We desire simply to get a work-
able Act, one which will effeet the eradica-
tion of the rabbit. No doubt there will
be some Jandholiders who have dams which
they wish to fenee in, but have not the
netting to do it. In such ecases the pro-
vision will not bhe enforced until netting is
available for them to carry out the work.
T do not think T need take up mnch
of the time of the Houge in introduc-
ing this Bill. The Vermin Bill, of which I
moved the gecond reading last night, deals
largely with the some question: and many
of my remarks on that measure apply to this
Rabbit Bill. The amendments here pro-
posed are not so voluminous as those which
we desire to make in the Vermin Aect, but
they are all very necessary. The first mat-
ter T have to draw attention to is amend-
ment of Section 21 of the original Aet. That
section specifies the rate of interest on loans
for wire netting at 4 per cent. In view of
the present state of the money market, it
is necessary to increase this rate. At the
present time 4 per cent, is too low,

Sir E. H. Wittenoom: There is no wire
netting to be obtained just now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minis-
ter): But we are looking forward to the time
when we shall have some wire netting. T
am now sending out five miles of netting for
fencing dams. That netting has been sold
on long terms, and it will be necessary to
charge more than 4 per cent. interest on the

1
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cost, The rate now proposed is 7 per cent.
Then an amendment is proposed in Section 26
of the original Act, which requires the Chief
Inspector to make personal inspection before
any proceedings can he taken against an owmer
or oceupier for failing to destroy rabbits. Next
there is an amendment in Seetion 31. The
summoning of a person from distant parts of
the conntry to see the Minister in Perth re-
presenis & waste of time and is partieularly
expensive to the person summoned. Al that
can be done away with and the same end at-
tained in another way. The Bill also pro-
poses some new sections. Under Part V. of
the principal Aect it was necessary that pro-
vigsion should be made for the fencing of
dams and open water supplies. Under the
Vermin Act the obligation to fence water sup-
plies will he placed upon the vermin hoards,
and private owners should alsn he forced to
do this. Action c¢an be only taken in this
matter by proclumation. Then the Bill pro-
poses certain necessary machinery clauses
for apportioning the liability between owner
amd  oceupier &nd also provides machinery
clauses for charging rent where portion of
the rabbit fence is made use of by any land
owner. In certain cascs land owners are at
present escaping this charge., For instance,
the owner of a block” situated bhetween two
other holdings which jein on to the fence
does not have to pay rent, for he makes no
application to use the fenee, although he is
certainly obtaining the benefit of the fence.
Then there is half a chain reserved between
an ordinary holding and the fence. This
amendment gives the Minister certain dis-
¢retionary powers, the mneed of whiech has
been felt. As regards the proposed new Sec-
tions 7, §, 9, 10 and 11, under the original
Act no provision was made for granting rab-
bit proof netting to groups of holdings and
apporlioning to cach holding so benefited the
amount to be paid for the protection so af-
forded, The amendment is necessary to over-
come this defect. It provides that agree-
ments may be made with all the persons in-
terested to the satisfaction of the lMinister,
and also for the proper maintenance of the
fence by the settlers interested. Again in
the past it has been the custom for persons
to make use of the road along the rabbit
proof fence without obtaining permission, al-
though this was an offence under the Act.
The fence has in consequence suffered con-
siderable damage. It has also been the cus-
tom of drovers to travel their stock along
the road, or cven to make use of the fence
as a wing fenee for mustering. The result
has been that the netting, instead of being
under the surface of the ground, has, owing
to the cattle tearing the ground up, been left
an top of the ground: and consequently it has
been an casy matter for the rabbits to get
in, Tf that kind of thing continues it simply
means that the Government will need a
whoie army of inspectors, which of course 1s
nnreagonable. For that reason I urge the
insertion of this provision, Clause 13 re-
fers to water supplies for boundary ridera.
Tn some places these water supplies become
very searce and on two occasions men have
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almost lost their lives through travellers going
in and taking every drop of water to be
found. Orne case partienlarly has come under
my notice where a boundary rider met with
an aeccident. He fell from his bicycle but
managed to get as far as the camp, but found
no water there, ITortuvately, almeost by a
mirncle, & traveller came along the next «day
and he had a little water with him. [t is
necessary that there shouid he provision te
prevent cases of this kind from oceurring.
Some of the water is kept in tanks and
ih one ¢age a hole had heen made in the
tank so as to get water and the whole of the
water not required was allowed to run to
waste. We must have some provision so
that houndary riders can he sure of getting
water at the different camps, Clanses 14,
15, and 16 are purely machinery clauses
inserted by the Crown Law Departivent
for the expeditious working of the mea-
sure. (lause 17 delas with Section 47A
and it iz to simplify the ownership of
the land. At present it is very expensive
and difficult. 1 have now given the whole of
the amendments which are proposed by the
Bill. Yesterday I dealt at pgreat length with
the Vermin Bill whieh realiy runs hand in
hand with this measure. Therefore it is not
necessAty for me to discuss the Bill further.
I move—
““That the Bill be
time.’’
On motion by Hon. V. Hamecrsley debate
adjourned.

now read a second

BILL--PUBLIC EDUCATION

AMENDMEXNT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (XNorth-East) [5.3]:
1 desire to briefly refer to this Bill, May I
say in the first place that I bhelieve in the
prineiple of the measure. I think proper pro-
vision should be made to educate those un-
fortunates referred to in the measure, Ref-
erence was made last evening to the Maylands
Blind Institution and I know that a great
deal! of good is accomplished by that institu-
tien. Nnmbers of children bave been educated
there and have been able after finishing their
educafion to earn a good living in various
ways. [t seems to me the present Bill Lristles
with penalties against the parents and it may
work hardship on poorer people. We are ac-
cording to the measure, as far as my reading
of it goes, foreing people to send their children
to these schools, or the children may be taken
from their parents and sent to hoarding
schools and that is where the hardship may be
worked. Supposing a mother is a widow with-
out any means, or a father is a cripple, &
returned soldier, or the father may be a work-
ing man with a large family. He may be
summened and expeeted to pay the State for
the upkeep of his child who has heen unfor-
tunate enovugh to be placed in such an ipstitu-
tion. As far as I can see this portion of the
Bill is not too clear. The Colenial Secretary in
introdueing the measure said that children had

ACT
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to be sent to these institutions to be educated,
but the Bill does not make it clear enough to
me as to how it is proposed to carry out these
provisions, and in replying I hope the Minister
will be able to make clear that portion of the
measure, Some of the clauses make it com-
pulsory for parents and guardians to appear
before a court, and I think that is hardly fair.
The officer charged with the administration
of the Aet should be vested with sufficient
power to say whether or not after making in-
quiries the parents are in a position to pay
without having to be brought before a local
eourt. I think the officer should be competent
enough to do that work and his decision should
be final. I do not wish to say more. The only
reason I rose was to ask the Colonial Secretary
to mske certain portions of the Bill more clear
to me,

Hon. J. W. EKIRWAN (South) [5.10]:
There are one or two features of the Bill
worthy of the attention of the Colonial Sec-
retary and the House if members have not
already thought of them. To my mind the
Biil is one that if passed deserves sympathetic
administration. As far as legislation goes
it is an old saying that what is best
administered is best. If the Bill is properly
administered it will undobutedly be of value,
but there is a danger of the Bill being admin-
istered in a way that may inflict a good deal
of hardship on parents and it may after all
not do so much good to the echildren. It is a
simple matter where the defective children
live close to institutes, where defective child-
ren are educated, children whe are not living
far away from blind, deaf and dumb iustitu-
tions. Tt is no hardship to have those child-
ren compulsorily educated bui the Bill con-
templates, 1 take it, that the defective child-
ren of the State generally shall be educated
in iostitutions set apart for ihat purpose. Tf
it means that echildren in the country distriets,
in Carnarvon, and Albany and Leonora and
other remote parts of the State, are required
to be taken to an institufion, from the par-
ents, T think it must bring about a greai deal
of pain to the parents and the children, The
age referred to in the Bill is between six years
and 16 years. I think we are all agreed that
however good an institution may be, it will be
a hardship if a child has to be taken away
from its home and placed in an institute in
order to be educated as it should he. The diffi-
culty must be met in some way and it could
he partially met by providing facilities for
the education of defective children in various
ventres throughout the State. But if facilitios
are to be provided in the various centres
throughout the State, it cannot be done with-
out a large expenditure of money and with-
out expenditure the details of which at any
rate I think the House ought to be aware of
hefore we agree to a Bill of this nature.
After all, even in matters of this kind there
is a limit to what we can spend. There is
another feature of the Bill that is worthy of
consideration and it is this: whilst it is eon-
templated that defective children should under
all circumstances bhe educated, whilst the Bill
makes it compulsory for the parents to have
defective children educated, whilst if it be
passed the parents of children may be sum-
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moned for wnot giving defective children edu-
cation, we cannot forget that there is & num-
ber of children in the State unfortunately
ronning wild without education; not very
many, but there are in isclated places child-
ren where the number is not sufficiently large
te justify the Government in establishing
a school. While we have practically normal
children running wild without the adwvan-
tages of edueation, it seems somewhat anoma-
lous thata considerable expense should be in-
curred in order to educate defective children.
From the point of view of value to the
State as a national asset, the normal child
is more valuable than the defective ehild,
and that is an aspeet of this Bill—I dare
say it has already received the attention of
the Colonial Secretary—upon which I think
the House would probably like to hear more.
I should like to know what the Colonial
Seeretary proposes to do regarding thesge
children who are defective, and living at a
eonsiderable distance from the institutes
that are at present in existence. In the
course of his introductory remarks I think
he implied that prevision would be made
for the cducation of these children at wvar-
ious centres.

The Colonial Secretary:
ingtitutions.

Hon, J. W, EIRWAN: Only at existing
institutions then. This would mean that all
the children to whom this Bill would apply
would be brought to the institute at present
in Perth,

The Colonial Secretary: Unless their par-
ents conld make other arrangements,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I would like to
point cut that in the case of poor parents
that means complete separation of the child
from the parents. Take parents at Carnar-
von in poor ecircumstances who have a blind
child. TIs that ehild going to be taken com-
pulsorily from its mother at Carnarvon and
taken to Maylands® It would mean that
the parents could not afford to come to
Perth to see the c¢hild, and there would be
diffienlties about the child travelling to Car-
narvon to see its parents. It might, there.
fore, mean o separation of 10 years, from
the time when the child was six to the time
it bad reached 16. That would be a very
great hardship both to the parents apd to
the c¢hild. We all know that parents some-
times hold a preater regard for defective
children tban for children who are perfectly
normal. The helplessness of the child seems
to make the parental feeling stronger. If
this is to be applied to children all over the
State, and all the defeetive children are to
be brought to Cottesloe, there will be many
heart burnings, and I am sure some of the
parents will be very indignant and will do
their utmost to resist. I am not quite cer-
tain, either, that it will always be to the
advantage of the child to be taken to an
institution of that sort. There ought to be
some safeguard in the Bill to prevent any-
thing of the sort being done without the
parents’ consent. The compulsory clauses
of this measure ought to he administered,
as I say, with speeial regard to partieular

No; at existing
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cases. Where the parents are willing, and
desire that the c¢hild should be educated in
institutes, it is quite right that the child
should be taken there; but where the parents
strongly object, I think the Bill would not,
perbaps, be so bumanitarian as the Colonial
Secretary intends it to be if it drags that
«hild from the home of its parents and puts
it into an institution at Cottesloe.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.17]: I hope the Council will not
pass this measure without giving it the fall-
est consideration. It is not urgent. We bave
not got the figures and the details hefore ua,
and 1 would suggest to the Minister for Edu-
cation that it is hardly a proper method of
dealing with this difficulty. First of all, how
many of these unfortunate children are there
in the State?

The Colonial Secretary: Say, less than 20
not receiving cducation.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I am astonished
to hear that there are not more than 20 chil-
dren. I have been looking through the last
report of the Education Department. 1
sbould have thought that in measunres of this
kind the public and the parents would have
had the fullest warning given to them as to
what it was proposed to do, so that the very
dilferent interests that are at stake might
be fully discussed. The interests of the chil-
dren themselves amnd their parents, and the
opinions of educational experts, should Dbe
congidered in this matter. I was expecting,
when I asked for this report of the Eduea-
tion Department, that some reference would
be made in it to this problem, and some in-
dication given that the department was pre-
paring notes on the snbjeet in order that it
might be dealt with as soon as convenient,
Thero are different institutions and societies
and a number of individuals in this country,
who take a very keen interest in edveational
preblems and whose opinions, no doubt,
wonld be of considerable value in discussing
this Bill. One looks at these things, perhaps,
from a personal point of view. At any rate,
it is somewhat of a test of the matter. Mr.
Kirwan has taken the individual case of
parents at Carnarvon. Let me take the in-
dividual case of the parents of a blind child
at Albanyv. I should have thought it would
be pretty well recognised that there are no
fac'lities there at present for blind children
of parents in somewhat poor cirenmstances
for giving such child that proper technical
and vp to date education that is pdovided for
the blind in the metropolitan area. But wonld
it be a reasonable proposition, I would ask
any parent interested inside or outside the
House, that sueh children, against the wishes
of their parents, should be taken away from
Albany and brought up to the institution in
Perth? T know my own feelings in the mat-
ter, though T do not say they are necessarily
the right ones, and that they would be
strongly in opposition to any such procedure,
g0 strong that if T was pushed. T would oo
fer to go to another State,

The Colonial Secretary: You would have to
go to Queensland.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is what
wonld happen. We go on passing these dif-
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ferent Acts of Parliament, whether on edu-
cation or in comnection with taxation. Pao-
ple outside do not talk as we do here, they
simply act and leave the country. Parents
in Albany with a blind child should not be
compelled to send that child ap to an insti-
tution io Perth and@ would get out of the
place if they could rather than do so. Thia
is not an attack on the Bill, My own views
vpon education are somewhat nebulous, but
I hope the Minister will give the fullest op-
portunity to the different parties interested
to compare notes and discuss the matier. To
run this Bill tbrough the Council and then
through Parliament and have it printed on
the statute book seems to me to be a most
improper way of dealing with even 20 afflie-
ted children, The fullest opportunity for
discussion ahould be given. I have discussed
these matters with educational experts and
I believe that taking an institution against
a home for children—and I know there are
two strong schools on the subject, one being
very much in favour of the institution and
the other very much in favour of the home—
the home system is the one most strongly
favoured, T think that the leader of the
House is strongly in favour of the home sys-
tem,

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The Colonial Sec-
retary nods assent. [ thought he would agree.
Personally, I have not made up my mind
on the subjeet. We all know what a keen
interest the leader of the House has taken
in these matters, and I am sure the country
ought to be indebted to him for bhaving
taken so much interest. But the merc fact
that he holds the views that he dges leads me
to ask how he came to advocate bere what
is an institution Bill, as against a home
teaching Bill. If there are only 20 children
concerned, I should have thought that a
travelling inspector, or a teacher, to go round
the various districts, or a grant to the par-
ents to come up for a month to Perth from
outlying places, or some other system that
would give -equally good results, would meet
the case a great deal better than the mea-
sure now before us, I suppose we will geot
into Committee on this Bill, but I hope the
leader of the House will not force it through
quickly. If ome might make a suggestion,
and a bold suggestion, it wonld be that this
Bill, having been introduced, should be praec-
tically dropped, not in the sense of heing
dropped in that we would not go on with
it aga‘n, but dropped in the sense that it
would be circulated all over the country, and
the people who are interested in the matter,
and who are up north or down sounth, afforded
an opportunity of considering it. I should
imagine from the climatic conditicna of
these outlying places, especially in the north,
that there would be even more affiicted
children there than in the south, and the
parents of these, too, should have am oppor-
tunity of looking intn the matter and of
obtaining the opinions of, =ay, some educa-
tional authority in Broome, on the subject,
or the opinion of an expert, gay, at Mt, Mag-
net or Euacla, so that these people might see
what they have to do in these outlying lova-
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lities. I ghould also like o have the opinions
-of our own educational experts, I have only
just glanced at this report for 1916, but 1
_have been unable to find any mention in it
of the problem we are now called upon to
decide. Without any hostility to the Bill, in
fact, supporting the prineiple of looking
after these children, I hope the Minister will
consider the advisability of leaving the measure
alone for six months; in order that when we
do atiack the problem again we shall be able
to do so fortified by the opinions and repre-
sentations of those best qualified to help us.

Un motion by Hon. J. F. Alleu, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—APPRENTICES.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 7th February.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
5.307: T agree with the leader of the House
that a Bill of this nature is necessary to pro-
tect the interests of the apprentices who are
enrolled for naval or military purposcs. At
the same time this Bill, to my mind, does not
protect the imtercsts of these particular ap-
prentices. Sinee the adjournment of the de-
bate upon this measurg, I have had brought
under my notice the fact that we have ap-
prentices in Western Australia who are not
registered under the Arbitration Act. Clause
1 of: the Bill states—

This Aet may be cited as the Apprentices
Act, 1918, and shall be comstrued with the
Industrial Arbitration Aet, 1912.

We have at the State Implement Works at
North Fremantle apprentices who are inden-
tured, and yet who arc not rcgistered under
the Arbitration Act of 1912. Then again, we
have apprentices who are indentured in the
railway service of the State. And those ap-
prentices are not registered under the pro-
vigsions of the Arbitration Act of 1912, To
make the Bill apply, it would be necessary
lo have some slight alteration for the purpose
of bringing those indentured apprentices
within the secope of the measure. I do nét
know whether the leader of the House would
offer any opposition to that proposal, seeing
that the Bill has been introduced, as atated
by him in his sccond reading speech, for the
purpose of protecting the interests of ap-
prentices who have enrolled in cur naval and
military forces. The leader of the House
pointed out that the objeet of the Bill was
te protect the interests of apprentices, and a
provision is made to suspend the contract of
apprentices during the period thai appren-
tices are away on active service, and for
six months after. On returning to the State
they may revive the contract. In the mean-
time the Bill provides that the employer may
take on apprentices in the place of those men
who have enlisted. Whilst T agree that the
apprentiees should be protected, T also think
that some consideration sbould be given to
the fradeamen. Shortly after the adjourn-
ment of the debate in this Chamber a few
days ago, it was stated in the columns of the
“West Australian’’ that the Minister for
Repatriation, Senator Millen, had agreed to
make up the difference between the appren-
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ticeship rate of wage and the journeymen
rate of wage to those men who had enlisted,
and who had agreed on their return to revive
the contract of apprenticeship. 1 agree that
this should be done, but at the same time I
can see a hardship we are going to inflict on
the tradesmen, who also have enlisted for the
purpose of doing their share in defending the
Empire. If we are going to create an army
of apprentices, and on their return allow
them fo link up again, with their wages
brought up to the minimum rate, there will
be no danger, but there is a danger of the
additional apprentices who have been ap-
pointed ousting the tradesmen on their return
to the country. The Bill provides that appren-
tieces shall be taken on in accordance with the
number of men employed in the trade. There
is a depression in trade, and we do not know
how long it i3 going to last, and on the Te-
turn of the apprentices, we will find that the
tradesmen will not secure the employment
which was promised would be theirs when
they were enlisting. This is an aspect which
should be econsidered by the leader of the
House, and also by the House before the
nieasure js passed into law. Another point T
desire to draw attention to is that if this Bill
becomes law an employer will be entitled to
enrol further apprentices after those in his
employment have enlisted who come in per-
force of this Bill. We shall thus create
an army of apprentices, to the detriment
of the tradesmen who have also enlisted.
T think that something can be done in connee-
tion with that matter, in the direction of
restricting the number of apprentices to he
taken on. The Bill provides that one ap-
prentice may be taken on for every appren-
tice who has enlisted, but I think we might
say that one apprentice should be taken on
where two have enlisted. That would restrict
the number coming in and would, I belicve,
achieve the object which, te my way of
thinking, would hring about a more satisfae-
tory result, and would do justice to the
tradesmen who have eonlisted. Then again,
in connection with the promise of the Min-
ister for Repatriation to make up the differ.
ence between the apprentices rate and the
journeymen’s rate of wape, some provision
should be made so that the employer shall pay
the full rate of wages and ecolleet the amount
proposed to be paid by the Minister for Re-
patriation, otherwise we will have the ap-
prentices  on  their reiurn, while reeceiv-
ing their rate of pay in acoerdance
with their apprenticeship contract from their
cinplovers, waiting, or having to go to some
Federal office or military office to collect ihe
amount provided by Senator Millen from the
repatriation vote. Something should he done
in that direction. otherwise we will have
these men waiting, and there will be a cer-
tain amount of confusion and, perhaps, diffi-
endty in getting what is helieved to he the
rorrect thing as to the rate of pay they are
entitled to receive. When the Committee
stage of the Bill is reached I propose to sub-
mit an amendment to make that necessary
provision, It is mot my jntention to vote
against the second reading, but T certainly
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hope that the Minister will consider the
points I have raised in conection with the
Bill, so that they may receive attention when
the Rill is in Committec.

On motion by Ilon, R. G. Ardagh, debate
adjourned,

BILL—~INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUATION.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed trom the 7th February.

Hon. E. M. C(LARKE {(South-West)
13.88]): Lt ig wy intention to say only 2 very
fow words on this measure, The people for
whom this measure is bheing introduced, the
farmers in the wheat belt, have my sincere
sympathy. I bave always held it to be a
migtake to send people out to farm in places
where the rainfal is doubtful, and to attempt
to grow wheat alone has been to court fail-
ure. Of eourse one swallow does not make a
summer. I have no doubt there are some
men with families who thoroughly under-
stand the business and who manage to knock
out a living, but there are also those who
were never cut out by nature to be farmers,
and my sympathies go out to them angd also
to those who in the pasi were encouraged to
go on the dry areas and face all the difficul-
ties and disadvantages assocated with farm-
ing, such ag clearing, absence of water, long
distance from a railway, and in short all the
difficulties that can be imagined. 'Things
of this kind require to be carefully handled,
and the point I want to make is that suech
matters should receive the special attention
of the Government, The report of the
trustees of the Agricultural Bapk is by ne
means an encouraging document, but the dif-
ficulties have to be faced beeause there are
men on the land under the conditions I have
deseribed.

Hen. C. F, Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Which particular area are you referring to?

Hon. E. M. CLAREE: I am referring to
the dry areas.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
‘Which do you term the dry areast

Hon. B. M. CLARKE: The areas where the
rainfall is uncertain,

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Mention them,

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: The Honorary Min-
ister is trying to puzzle me; everyone knows
of the dry areas of the State, the areas in the
Eastern distriet where there is a doubtful
rainfall, and which areas a number of men
were induced to take wp, and from which
they might make a fortune or a living from
growing wheat. I am referring to all these
places which have received assistance from
the Agricultural Bank. T ecannot state the
exact geographical pasition. It is in no hos-
tile spirit that I am speaking in this way;
my sole object i3 to try and improve the con-
dition of things. We know of cases of
course, where men favonrably situated are
doing well from wheat growing alone, but
what abont the man who ig nine or ten miles
from a railway. He has pgone out too far,
and T would rather see him, and others simi-
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Inrly situated, bought right out rather than
they should remain there. When we hear of
women going about with n piece of bran bag
for a dress, and that kind of thing——

Hon, C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
It is only talk.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Is it not cerrectt

lTon. . F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
No.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Well, thia report
AYS 80 .
> jgon. H. Millington: Tt would be so if they
did not have the Board behind them.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE: 1 am not opposed to
the Bill; my only desire is to call attention
to what actually exists, and if I can succeed
in doing uny good T shall have atiained the
object [ set out to achieve. A great many
of the men who are on the land were never
intended to be farmers, and bearing in mind
the difficulties besetting the people I have
referred to, the Government should consider
the position those men find themselves in.
Of course I admit that our financial position
is anything but flourishing, avd as an old
West Australian I say that the sooner we
realise we are drifting the sooner we shall be
able to rectify things. I do not make these
remarks in a carping spirit, but we should
certainly see whether something can be done.
I refer again to the report of the Agricultural
bank, Can the Minister say for a moment
that it i8 encouraging? One ean see all
through that the trustees are not quite satis-
fied. It almost amounts to a recommenda-
tion. Bearing in mind the finaneial position
of the State, I think it is up to me to sound
a note of warning and see if something can-
not be done to rectify the position, Let us
know if we are going to make anything of
it; bnt if we are to go on losing money, T
think we should take some decided stand in
the matter. T hope for the suke of the State
at large that some other members will take
the matter up. If they are satisfied to go
on in this way, I have nothing more to say.
I shall have dore my duty if I sound a note
of warning, and I hope it will be echoed by
others. I would have it remembered thag
everything I have said has been said for the
betterment of the State at large.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart debate ad-
journed.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONXTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—East) [5.47] in meving the second
reading said: This short Bill aims at two dif-
ferent objects. The first is an amendment for
the purpose of enabling economy to be exer-
cised wherever possible in connection with the
printing and issue of the rolls, while the second
is an amendment for the purpose of making
the penal sections of the Electoral Act more
effective. With reference to the first object,
the introluction of provisions tending to
economy, I would remind hon. members that the
Act of 1912 altered the provisions of the
original Act of 1907 in two or three different
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directions. Both those Actg provided that the
rolls should be printed and issved under the
hand of the Chief Electoral Officer whenever
he thought fit. The amalgamation of each roll
with its supplemeut, provided for in the original
Act to be made compulsory in each year, was
amended so as to read‘‘ Once at least in every
three years,’' while Seetion 26 of the original
Act, by which supplements were to be printed
ag often as instructed by the Chief Electoral
Officer was amended so as to make the printing
and issve of those supplements compulsory once
a quarter. In addition to those two provisions
it was also prescribed by the Aet of 1912 that
new rolls for the Legislative Council should
be printed and isswed during the month of
February in each year in which an ordinary
bi-annual election for the Legislative Council
was to be held. Speaking generally the result
of the 1912 amendment has been that the
department, on account of the compulsory sec-
tion for the printing of the quarterly rolls,
has been saddled with what, even in ordinary
conditions, could only be regarded as unneces-
sary expenditure, and in the present extra-
ordinary condition of the finances of the coun-
try is an expense that certainly ought to be
put a stop to. In practice it has been found
that electeral activity is almost exclusively
confined to those periods immediately preceding
a general election, either for the Assembly or
for the Council. In the original Aect the print-
ing of both the main and the-supplementary
rolls was left to the discretion of the Chief
Electoral Officer, and the Bill, as originally
presented in another place, made provision to
revert to that system, leaving the matter en-
tirely in the discretion of the Chief Electoral
Officer. 1In the form in which it appears be-
fore hon. members the Bill has been altered,
and this eomplete discretion is not left to the
Chief Electoral Officer. The supplementary
rolls, instead of being printed entirely at the
discretion of the Chief Electoral Officer, as
provided in the Act of 1907, or instead of
being printed quarterly as provided in the Act
of 1912, are to be printed ounce every half
year. 1 think it will be agreed that that is
quite frequently encugh. The supplementary
rolls are to be printed during January and
July of each year. Tt is also provided that
the amalgamation of each roll with its supple-
ment shall be made and printed immediately
after the issue of the writs for a general elce-
tion. Under the existing Act of 1912 the pro-
vigion i3 that the amalgamated roll shall be
printed at the diseretion of the Chief Electoral
Officer but not less frequently than at least
every three years. So the amendment, it will
be seen, makes no practical difference except
that it sets out that the once in every three
years shall be immediately after the issue of
the writs for a general election. The Act of
1912 made provision for the issue of the Legis-
lative Counmeil rolls in February of the year
in which the biennial elections are held. Sueh
elections almost invariably take place in the
month of May. In fact, whilst the time for
holding elections for the Assembly may and
has varied considerably, the time for holding
the Council elections is practically fixed by the
‘Constitution, which provides that tbe period
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of membership shall expire on the 21st May.
80 we may take it that the elections for the
Council are invariably held in May; and the
experience of the department has been that
the rolls published in February are of no use
for May, and fresh rolls have to be prepared.
Consequently it has been the custom to pre-
pare two new rolls, one closely following on
the other. The proposed amendment aims at
obriating the necessity for this double expense
by providing for the vrinting of the rolls in
the same mavner as in the ease of the Assem-
bly; this is to say, the Council rolls will be
printed after the issue of the writs for the
general election. The amendments in regard
to the penal sections affect Seetion 110 of the
principal Act. It has been found desirable
to amend the present procedure zo that offen-
ders may be dealt with summarily, instead
of, as at present, having to go before a judge
and jury of the Supreme Court. The amend-
ment briugs our Electoral Aet in this particu-
lar into conformity with the Commonwealth
Act. Opportunity has been taken to provide
additional penal clauses for the making of un-
true statements, and in this particular alag it
brings our Act into conformity with the Com-
monwealth Act. The only point T ean conceive
it as at all likely hon. memberas may wish to
give exhaustive consideration to, is the pro-
posal to abolish the printing of new rolls for
the Council in February of the year in which
the hiennial elections are held. I have plea-
sure in moving—
*“That the Bili be now read a seecond

time. "’

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—SEWERAGE WORKS VALIDATIONX.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon H. P.
Colebatch—East} [5.55] in moving the zecond
reading said: This Bill is considered necessary
by the legal advisers of the Government for
the purpose of putting right an irregularity
which arose through the neglect of an officer
in the Water Supply Department a few years
ago. The Act lays it down that any sewerage
or water supply scheme must be advertised in
the ‘‘Government Gazettee'’ and also in the
local newspapers, and that notices of intention
to proceed with the work have to be sent round
to the various property owners. All this was
attended to. But in addition it i3 required by
the Act that the approval of the Governor-in-
Couneil be obtained and advertised. Thia was
not done. This was the only omission. The
notification duly appeared in the newspapers
and in the ‘‘Government Gazette'’ and was
served upon property owners, but the provi-
sion for the approval of the Governor-in-Coun-
eil to he obtained and advertised was not
carried out. In one case this led to litigation
in which the claimant received damages and
costs. The officers of the department say that
they are not aware of any other claims in this
direction, and that there are no claims pending.
So this validating Bill is not introduced with
the idea of doing anybody out of his or her
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rights, It may also be pointed out that, under
the Aet, claime for compensation for damage
bave to be rendered within 12 months of the
work being undertaken, and that considerably
more than that time bas elapsed since the work
was undertaken in respect of which this vali-
dation is proposed. On the face of it it
appeared to me that because this 12-months
period had elapsed the need for this Bill no
longer existed, but the Crown Law officers have
advised that it is necessary, and the Govern-
ment are guided by that advice. Since the Bill
wag introduced in this House T have received
a letter, and I understand ome or two other
members have received letters, from a person
complaining that if the Bill is passed it will
take away a certain rights of action which that
person has in this matter. But I have gone
into this question, and I find that this person
is the person who took action against the Gov-
ernment. The course that should have hecn
taken and wae not taken did not, as a matter
of faet, prejudice this individual in any way,
because he had the notice in the Press and the
personally served notice, and the fact that the
Order in Council was not secured was probably
not known to him at the time. Had that Order
in Council been obtained and advertised this
person would have bad no cause of action. He
brought this action in the police court and was
suceesaful, and has been paid, so I fail to see
how his position ean be prejudiced by the
passing of the Bill. However, if any member
who has received a letter from this person de-
gires time in which to consider the matter and
make sure on the point, T bhave no desire to
hurry the Bill through.

On motion by Hon. A. Sanderson debate
adjourned.

House adjonrned at 6 p.m.

Uegislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 213t February, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘'Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’)

QUESTION—RABBIT PEST, POISONING
APPARATUS.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works: Seeing that the funds at
the command of farmers in the wheat areas
are not unlimited, have the State Implement
‘Worke any apparatus for poison distribution
which would be less eostly tham the poison
carts now being sold at £20% If so, will he
gupply this House with particularst
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The MINISTER FOR WORKES replied: The
ansWer should be a plain yes. The State Imple
ment Works exhibited at the Claremont Show
an attachment which may be put upon any or-
dinary sulky or cart, and the price for this at-
tachment runs from £3 15s. up to £8. It is a
singular thing that just before I came to the
House the manager of the State Implement
Works, Mr. Shaw, gent me a letter about one
of these £3 15s. poison attachments, and with
the permission of the House I should like to
read it. Tt is written to the manager of the
State Implement Works by Mr. Alex. Rankin
of Kenmuir Farm, Kondinin, and is dated 13th
February, 1918. The letter is as follows:—

Dear Sir—I1 am pleased to report to you
that T have received your rabbit poisoning
attachment and we have fixed it to our sulky.

We have already given it a good trial. We

poieoned 10 milee around our clearings in

about six hours and laid in that time about

5,000 baits, The apparatus worked splen-

didly and gave ua every satisfaction. The

whole affair reflects great credit on you and
your staff, It is simple, effective, and very

cheap. To anyone with a sulky it will save a

large swn against the purchase of a cart dis-

tributer, and will effect its purpose equally
ag well, There is only one little drawback
to the apparatus, and it is difficult to see
how you could overcome same, and that is
your eross bar rests on top of sulky springs
and on driving over rough country the occu-
pants get badly bumped. However, we must
be willing to put up with some inconveni-
ence while we have got such an inexpensive
and effective method of dealing with this
dreaded pest. (8gd.) Alex. Rankin.
I am pleased to have received this letter from
Mr. Shaw, and to find that our efforts to give
a cheap apparatus have been suecessful. What
Mr. Shaw has brought forward at £3 13a. is the
cheapest poisoning arrangement in Australia,
and it has proved effective and reliable.

LEAVE OF ABSEKNCE.

On motion by Mr, HARDWICK leave of ab-
sence granted to the member for Leonora (Mr.
Foley) for two weeks on the ground of urgent
private businees.

RETURN—GOVERNMEXT OFFICES
PRIVATE BUILDINGS, RENTS.
On motior by Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany)
ordered: ‘‘That a return be laid upon the
Table of the House showing the amount of
rent which the Government are paying annually
to private individuals, syndicates, or eompanies
ete., for the ugse of various premises, lands, and
offices in the metropolitan area.’’
The Minister for Works laid the return on
the Table.

IN

RETURN—FREEZING WORKS, WYND.
. HAM,
Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [440]: T
formally move—
‘“That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing—(a) The cost of the



